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The Great Leap Forward
The Great Leap Forward was a strategy by the Communist leader, Mao Zedong, which aimed at advancing China from an agricultural society to a modern industrial nation. The Communist government preferred labour intensive methods over capital intensive strategies of industrialization, which required more manpower hence creating more jobs for the peasants. To implement the great leap forward strategy, the government developed backyard steel furnaces in all villages to speed up the industrialization process (Yang, 2011). The concept of the Great Leap Forward was introduced after the Soviet Model failed to work. The Soviet model focused on selling agricultural produces and buying machines that would be used to propel the country from an agricultural-driven country to an industrialized nation. The model failed because unlike in Russia, the China population was very high, and the agricultural produce was only enough for their consumption. The introduction of the Great Leap Forward Model influenced the withdrawal of the Soviet's support. The poor implementation of the model coupled with Soviet's withdrawal resulted in the failure of the Great Leap Model. Consequently, the failure was preceded by great famine, where an estimated population of 20 million people died of starvation in a period of three years (1959-1962) (Yang, 2011).
The great famine was solved by shifting to capitalist strategy. Initially, in Mao's reign, farmers were organized into small groups who worked on common land (Palmer, 2014). The leader of the group made planting decisions and also divided labour without paying any attention to skills or market demands. These poor strategies resulted in low production and hence, extreme famine (Palmer, 2014). However, some collective groups decided to change their strategies and adopted capitalist plans. These strategies were adopted in almost all corners of China. On the other end, the government allowed the farmers to sell their produces openly in the market.
In my opinion, the Chinese government should invest in research and educating people on the Great Leap Forward. Research is important to understand what went wrong on a model that aimed at transitioning an agricultural country to an industrial one. The importance of education is to create awareness to people on how to navigate through such situations if they face them again in future. In my opinion, the government should keep the memory of the victims by creating a national day.
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